
H1B PROCESSING FLOW CHART AND ESTIMATED PROCESSING TIME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interview of potential 
employees and determination 
of Right to work in the U.S. 

Right to Work in the Untied States 
established without additional work 

authorization from the INS. 
 Then complete I-9 forms 

YES NO 

Determine if the employee is qualified for H1B or 
other immigration status.   CONSULT AN 
EXPERIENCED IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY 

Consider other 
options.  

NO 

 Obtain "Prevailing Wage" 
information either from State 
Employment Security Agency (In 
California, the EDD), or other 
source. 

 PROCESSING TIME: about 10 to 
20 days. 

 FORMS USED: prevailing wage 
request form. 

 File the Labor Condition 
Application with the U.S. 
Department of Labor. 

 PROCESSING TIME: 1 to 7 
working days. 

 FORMS USED: ETA 9035. 

 Filing the H1 petition package with the U.S. 
Immigration and Naturalization Service. 

 PROCESSING TIME: 45 to 60 days or 
more. 

 FORMS USED: I-129, I-129W and H 
Supplement; a letter of support from the 
employer; and employee's educational 
qualification including diplomas, and 
transcripts. 

YES 

1.  SESA 

2.  DOL 
3. INS 
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